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His eloquent and venerable FarnEN of the church, 


was born A. D. 354, at the city of Antioch, 
famous for its uniyerſity, (where St. Luke himſelf was 
educated) the metropolis of Syria, and of the eaſtern 
part of the Roman empire; it is often mentioned by 


St. Luke in his book of the Acts of the Apoſtles, 
and 1s remarkable for being the place where our Lord's 


diſciples were rt called cauriST3ANS. 


His parents were conſiderable for their birth and 
quality—But his father dying ſoon after he was born, 
his mother, a moſt grave, chaſte, and pious woman, 
took no ſmall care of his education ; and he was 


committed to the careof maſters in all arts and facul- 


ties; having continued a cloſe ftadent for ſome time, 
he afterwards gave himſelf - upy entirely. to the Holy 


Scriptures, and the ſtudy of Divinity; "18 
About the year 380 he was ordained Deuncos; when 
ſerving five years at the altar, he was ordained 16 N 
or Prieſt. In the year 398, he was. conſecrated 
inthroned Biſhop of Conſtantinople, in whiek great and 


ſolemn charge, he continued only about nine years and 


an half, dying September 14th, 407, in the 54th year 


of his age, leaving behind him this character; his life 


unblameable, his zeal impartial, his doctrine ſaund, and 


ſermons eloquent, tor even the Pagans or Heathens 


themſelves attended him, and thereby became convert's 
to Chriſt;anity. And there are more of his writings 
extant, than any irs of the Greek fathers put together. 
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HE Calebratiat of the birth & eier hath 
; been efteemed à duty by moſt who'profeſs chriſt- 
| iahity. When we conſidet the condeſcenfion and love 
of the Lord Jexvs Cukisr, in ſübmitting to be born 
of a virgin, à poor ſinfül creature; and eſpecially ast 
he knew. how he was to be treated is t his REEL tha 
he was to be deſpifed, ſcoffed at, and at laſt to die a 
painful, ſhameful, and ignominious death; that he 
7 ſhould be treated as though he was the off ſcouring of 
all mankind; uſed, not like the ſon of a man; and, 
therefore, not at all like the Son of God z the con- 
| ſideration of theſe things mould make us to 1dmire.. 
| the love of the Lon D Jrsus Cn fer, who” was Io. 
| willing to offer himſelf 48 4 ranſom for the fins of the 
| people: --* - 
n Nheteſore, if we do but conſider into what fate, 
and into how great a diſtance from Gov WE are fallen; 


incapable to reſtore that image Of 


to reſtore us to That favour with Gop Which we had 
to dolit- bet actually attompl iſhed all 555 as in his 


favour with Gow!" that *we might find” Lihdncfs and 
2 mercy in his ſight, ſurely this calls for ſome return 
of thanks on our part to our dear Redeemer, for this 
love and kindneſs to our fouls. How juſt would it 
have been of him, to have left us in that deplorable 
ſtate wherein we, by our guilt, had involved our- 
7 ſelves? For Gop could not, nor can receive any ad- 
ditional good by our ſalvation; bur it was love, mere 
love; it was irce love that brought the Lokp JEsus 

C RDT 


| how vile our natures were; What! A Os . and hoy, | 
4 to our jou 8. ry, 


| welt we lol in our ffrft Parents * When we conſider. 
theſe things, and: that'the Tokp J=$0s Carrsr came 
= loſt, and that Cuxtsr fotoply came down withan intent 


heart darts us, that he ratfed” and rought us into 


F Un oy by i A gs 


Car1sT. into our world about 1700 years ago. What, 
ſhall we not remember the birth of our Jeſus ? Let 


Loap Jesvs Cu1sT ; an event which ought to be had 
in eternal remembrance. | | 


# + Sz 


HUNDRED years ago! and is the author alſo of that 
ſhort, but excellent prayer, at the end of our morning 
and evening ſervice. The very noble, beautiful, and 
exalted thoughts (to a degrec of rapture !) contained 
in this ſermon, are ſuch, as I would earneſtly. re- 
commend to the frequent and attentive peruſal of the 
reader, and his ſerious conſideratiun in private, when 

he is retired from the buſineſs of the world ! 
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Sermon by St. CHryſoſtom. 


1 Epiſtle to Timothy, Chapter iii. and part of the laſt 
' Verſe. And without controverſy, great is the myjtery 

of Gdlineſs. Go was manifeſted in the fe-, 
II Patriarchs of old travailed in pain, [that is 
in ſearch after this wonderful myſtery] the 


Ls 


| Prophets ſpoke of it before, and the Juſt earneſtly 


defired to ſes it! Theſe, things are now come to pals : 


J and this day hath obtained the end. God is both ſeen 


on earth through the ., and is converſant with 


nien ! let us, therefore, my beloved, rejoice,” and be 
excecding glad! for if St. John © while he was yet in 


his mother's womb leaped for joy, when Mary eame 


to Elizabeth,” [as St. Luke tells us] how much more 
| ought we, who have ſeen not Mary, but our Saviour 
XZ himſe!f born as on this day, © to leap for joy, and Se 


excetding glad!“ to marvel, and be ftruck at every 
ſenſe of the ſovereign greatneſs of this diſpenſation !. 
for conſider how great a thing it was, as at firſt, to ſee 
the ſun deſcending from the heavens, abiding upon the 
earth, and ſending from hence its rays upon all I Now, 
if at the ſenſe of this luminary, it has happened to 
ſtrike all who have ſeen it: let me conſider now and 
think, how great a thing it is to ſee © the Sun of 


Rig hteouſneſ of our own fleſh, ſending his rays, and 


enlightening our fouls ! 

This, of all feſtivals, is become general with us, and 
hath filled the world with gladneſs ! This feaſt is the 
ſummit of all good things ! the fountain and root of 
good things among us ! by which Heaven is opened 
the Spirit is ſent down ! the partition- wall is taken 


away! the hedge is broken down ! things at variance 


are united! the darkne/5'is extinguiſhed ! the light hath 
ſhined! Heaven hath received that nature which was 
from Earth! Earth uu, that ſitteth upon the cheru- 
bims!” the Bond are become Free ! Enemies 8owns and 
Strangers REIS by it, envious Age and a long War 
| 7 bros | Oi 


1 v 


4 
* ms 
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is diſſolved; and Peace, which, of old, has been ſo 
much deſired both by angels and juſt men, is now 
come among us! Thus St. Paul ſaying, cries out (Eph. 
ii. 14.) * Chriſt is our Peace, who hath made both of 
one, and hath broke down the middle wall of parti- 
tion, even the enmity in his fleſh ! by it, the conver- 
ſion of the croſs ſtands celebrated and remarkable: as 
alſo the ſpoils of Cazisr our King, the firſt-fruits of 
our nature ! | | 

What then has been ever made equal to this feſtival? 
GOD on Earth ! Man in Heaven ! Angels rejoice to- 
gether with Men ! Men communicate with Angels and 
other Powers on high! Devils flee away! Death is 
diſſolved ! Paradiſe is opened ! the Curſe is vaniſhed ! 
Sin is put at a diſtance ! Error is driven away! Truth 
is returned ! and Nature, by which the Cherubims 
kept Paradiſe, is this day united to GOD] Be not op- 
preſſed, therefore, my brethren with doubt, hearing 
of theſe things ! far it is a thing full of aſtoniſhmenr, 
and beyond hope and all expectation, that GOD 
ſhould become Man |! 

When the ſpring ſhines forth after the dreary win- 
ter, hen does the earth put forth the green herb; the 
trees are made beautiful by their flower- bearing 
branches; the air, enlightened by the ſun, is made 
glad, and the whole feathered choir flying above in 
the air, makes it reſound with their melodious voices 
then do the cowherds and ſhepherds dwelling in the 
mountains, and coming forth from their cots, correct 
their looks by the beauty of the air ; and by the har- 
mony of their various- ſounding pipe3 rival the chaunt- 
ings of the ſweet-voiced birds; and gladdening the 
ſenſes of the dumb ſheep, draw forth the lambs upon 
the graſs with ſoft and gentle motions ! then allo, 
does the huſbandman, who had ſharpened the pruning- 
hook in his cottage by the rock, go forth into 5 
vineyard to prune the unfruitful branch of the vine 
ben alſo, the ſailors who love the deep, beholding 
the ſea, leave the continent, and truſting their lives 
to the ſhip, water, and wind, availing themſelves of 
the winds of the ſea, ſcud away without fear] and in 

| general, 


US] 


general, (that I may not be tedious) every profeſſion 
and occupation deſigned among men for the ſervice 
of life, at the ſerenity of the air ſhinihg upon them, 
has a free motion towards carrying on its work. 

Come then, my brethren, and ſince our heavenly 
ſpring [ Chriſt] is riſen upon us from the virgin 
womb, and hath diſperſed the cold and ſtormy clouds 
of the devil, and hath awakened the ſleepy hearts of 
men by his divine rays from the fruit of ignorance 
unto heavenly and bleſſed glory, let us ſharpen our 
underſtanding !—But the Birtb of Carisr ſtops the 
courſe of my tongue; and attracts the glittering 
Divinity to itlelf ! for when I bring to my ſight the 
Babe born of the Virgin, and the Virgin conceiving 
without Man, and, after her delivery, fill being a 
Virgin ; I am much perplexed at the work ! and not 
finding the mariner of it, I ſeal it with Faith. For 
how? Is it not truly wonderful and ſurpaſſing all 


underſtanding, that a virgin ſhould bring forth, and 
be found a virgin after delivery ? 


Behold, therefore, a viſible and iaviſible myſtery ! 
comprehenſible and incomprehenſible ! that may be 
feit, and yet not found ! for who, by the eye of Faith, 
hath not ſeen and apprehended both the Child and Mo- 
ther? and yet, whoever does ſee the Virgin Mother, 
and the Babe, a Child of the Virgin, finding a myſtery 
much perplexing him! O zruly a myſtery ! heavenly 
and earthly ! ſeen, and yet doth not appear ! for /o 
great was CHRIST, who was born this day! heavenly, 
as to his divine nature, earthly, as to his human ! vi- 
ſible, as to the fleſh ; inviſible, as to the ſpirit ! com- 
prehenſible, as to the Zody, incomprehenſible as to 
reaſon ! but ChRISH indeed, being GOD, is all-pow- 
erful ! O Virgin Mother, of the virgin Babe ! O holy 
Child of the unmarried Mother! O Bub! which 
Moſes faw burning in the Mount, and yet net burnt 
up! O Stone ! + which Daniel ſaw hewn out of the 
mountain without the hand of man]! where are all 
our lovers of curioſity ? let Them tell us, how 
a virgin, without man, brought forth a babe, 
and having brought forth was yet wxcorrupted ! 


bur 


but. if the manner is unſeerchable, Gnce the birth * 
was of the Spirit : how much more fo is this unſpeak- 
able birth by the Father of the Mord, that is, our Sa- 
viour*;, but leaving all vain reaſonings, let us have 
recourſe to the Divine Preachers ! 
Now [as Sr Matthew fays] when Jesus Crrisr 
was born in Bethlehem of Judza, in the days of He- 


red the king: — The Exangeliſt, here you ſce, par- | 


ticularly points out both the place and time; that he 
who believeth xo? the birth of ouR Saviouk according 
to the fleſb, having enquired the place and time, might 
find it truly a fact: for by conſulting the hiſtorians of 
the reign of Herod, he will find the lime; and the 
Place, by its ſignification, at Bethlebem. For if, in 
worldly concerns, Conſuls are deſcribed, Months num- 
bered, Days declared, and Cities marked out for the 
exactneſs of things mentioned: how much mor 
ought the exactneſs of the place and time, when 
the ſalvation of the whele world. is brought. forth, 
to be aſcertained to poſterity Thus S. Mattherv de- 
clares the birth of CHRIST according to the fleſp ;—St. 
Luke alſo, for the exactneſs of the time, adds, 5 
taxation that was then ſirſt made; — for thus 


7 


he ſays: In the 41ſt year under Auguſtus Cæſar, a 

decree went out from him, that all the world, [that is, 
the Roman empire] ſhould be t axed.“ And Foſeph 
went up from (:alilee into Judæa, unto a city of David, 
which is called Betblebem, (becauſe he was of the houſe 


and lineage of David) to be taxed, with Mary his eſ- |} 


pouſed wile, being great with child. Now S Tue you 
ce.here again Genifies the firſt taxation that was made: 
exactly deſcribing alſo the iime, and bringing the greateſt 
obſcure myſtery to light ! for he ſays, * that he was made 
man at this firſt and great taxation,” For when CnrisT 
was born, and Fleſb, in ſhort, was made GOD : the 
Devil caſt out, and Death diſſolved, it became the. ſouls 
of the Juſt, and the names of the Faithful to be enrolled 
in the books of Heaven; Cæſar reigning below, and THE 


FarhkR preſiding above with the angels | Wherefore the 


Lord thus preaching the goſpel to his diſciples, ſaid, 
Rejoice not becauſe the Devils are ſubject unto you: 


1 but | 
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but rejoice that-your. names are written in Heaven” 
Now Las St Matthew lays again] wnen 


born at Bethlebem of Juda, in the days of Herod, be- 
(hold ! Wiſe Men came from the Eaſt, laying, «Where 


]JzsUus was 


is he that 1 born King of the Jetvs,“ for we have ſeen 
his far in the «Paft, and are come to worſhip Him. 

Aſtoniſhing ! I am overcome with wonders! I am loit 
in contemplations and my tongue is at a loſs what to 
ſay firſt, or what to omit. It 1 conſider his birth, 1 
am ſtruck with amazement ! that befere © the Child of 


4 £1 


nature ſhould come forth, wonders are performed for 
is it not a very great wonder, that a virgin, after ſhe 

has brought forth, ſhould remain a virgip ? and that 
the ſilence of heaven ſhould ſpeak by aftar to thoſe who 
thirſted to ſee Him that w as born ? It ſendeth a ſtar as 
an attendant, and points out the Babe who was ſo 


earneſtly defired ! Thus, you fee, St Matthew mentions 


the Wiſe Men who came from the Eaſt; and St Luke, 


the angel: tor he lays, © And there were ſhepherds a- 
biding in the fields, and keeping watch over their flock 
by night : and the angel ol the Lord appeared unto 
them, and the glory or the Lord ſhined round about 
chem, and they were ſore afraid! and the angel fad 
unto them, fear not ! for behold, I bring you tidings 
of great joy, which ſhall be to all people : for there is 
born to us, this day, in the RY of David, CN ISH the 
Lord! and there was ſuddenly with the Angel, a mul- 
titude of the heavenly hott pralling GOD and ſaying: 
glory be to GOD in the higheſt, and on earth peace, 
good-will towards men! „Thus CarsT is born | 
eerthly things are joined with heavenly ! Angels rejoice 
with Mcz ! Shepherds abide in the fields, and Wiſe Men 
worſhip ! Heaven carrieth her lamp, and the Earth bear- 
eth her precious fruit to the Manger Then was fulfil- 
led that which was written of the carth, namely, Truth 
is ſprung out of the carth! For it is truly CHRIST 
Who ſaith, J am the Way and the Truth —of the 
earth, that is of the virgin, he hath ſprung according 
to the fleſb ; — but I am inquiſitive, whence did the ue 
men, who were taught concerning the ſtar, uſe it as a 
guide 9 finding o out the Child after whom they 


ſought ? 


[ 6 

ſought?“ for it was ot, as ſome have fancied, ſaying, 
it was a planet, or wandering ſtar, and ſo, the wiſe men 
could xt ſeek out the true Child: for if it was a planet, 
how could it truly point out CHRIST? for when it came 
to him, it ſtopped its courſe ; and how did the Viſe 
Me, if they had not truly departed, bring ſuch great 
offerings to Him of their domeſtic labours, ſignifying 
his Divinity and Humanity, and fulfilling that prophecy 
in the pſalms He ſhall live, and unto Him ſhall be 
given of the gold of Arabia !” neither again, as fabu- 
laus writers fay, © that it was a flar which riſeth at 
every man's birth,:” nay; it was not even a ſtar, but a. 
certain incomprehenſible power formed for this ve 
fight ! and this is plain for 1ſt, We ſee the ſun, 
moon, and ſtars retiring ſrom eaſt to weft : but this was 
carried from north to ſouth : for ſo does Paleſtine lie to- 
wards Perſia 2dly, That it apprared not 1n the night, 
but at mid-day, the fun ſhining ! 3dly, and laſtly, 
From its appearing and 4;/appearing : for if it appear- 
ed as far as Paleſtine, læading the wiſe men—for when 
they went up to Feruſalem, it diſappeared : then again 
it appeared, after they came out from Herd : thertfore 
it was no particular ſtar, but a certain Power beyond 
reaſan ! 

But we ought to attend to Scripture, and conſider its 
myſteries—for there was a certain prophet Balaam, whom 
when the king of the Moabites had ſent for to curſe 
- Tjrae! going out of the land of Egypt upon his drawing 

near to the camp of 1/rael, and had gone up to the to 
of the mountain, he ſaw all 1/ael ſcattered abroad, and 
having taken up his parable and prophecied, ſaid ““ a 
Star, all ariſe out of Jacob, and a Man ſhall be raiſed 
up from 77 ael, and Il e ſhall deſtroy the princes of 
Maab, and lead away captive the children of Ammon! 
theſe iſe Men, therefore, ariſing from the family of 
Balaam the prophet, having followed his accounts and 
nrophecies, and having underſtood, ** that when a Star 
ſhall arife, a Man alſo ſhall be raiſed up,” namely, 
the King of the Jews,” who not only ſhould deſtroy 
the princes of Moab, but alſo beat as ſmall as the duſt, 
aid grind to powder all the kingdoms of the Devil; 


according 


* 


according to Daniel, they obſerved the time; and 
when they had feen a ſfrange Star that had aroſe among 

others, they knew it to be Him who was long ago fore- 
told : and when they had followed it, and found Him 
that was born, they rejoiced when they had found the 
event of thoſe things which had been prophecied long 


before. | 
But do thou, O 4iſciple of ChRIisr attend to me: 
while I tell you that the Wiſe Men were types of the 
Gentiles, or Heathens, who had been converted from the 
error of ungodlineſs: and though not led by a perfect 
light, yet they were led fo far by the ſplendour of St. 
John's light, as by a Star, to CHRIST, who was brought 
forth in the eh; for let me conſider, - that the Star 
came as far as the Child, and then ſtopped its courſe ; 
for St. Jobn alſo, by his preaching, having ſhined 
like a Star, and ſet forth CarisT, ſaying, © behold rhe 
lamb of GOD ! who taketh away the ſins of the world!” 
ſtopped his courſe, ſaying again © He mult increaſe; 
but I muſt decreaſe 7 “ and when the Miſe Men came, 
ays the Evangeliſt, they found the Child and his Mather, 
and fell down and worſhipped Him!“ hence, it becomes 
Thote, who, from an Heathen lite, come to CHRIST, 
firſt to fall from the height of their ungodlineſs, and 
lo, as it were, raifed from the earth, to confeſs the birth 
of Car1sT according to the fleſh, and then, by turns, 
to lift up their eyes towards his Divinity “ and when 
they had opened their treaſures (according to St, Mat- 
thew) they preſented to Him gifts—gold, frenkincen/e, 
and myrrh ,””—gold, as to a King, —ſrankincenſe, as unto 
GOD, —myrrb, as to One who ſuffered for us ! and 
CHrisT received the gifts; not as though He needed 
them, but to help thoſe that brought them: for He 
received the gold, to turn them from the love of money; 
he received the frankincenſe, to keep them from 1dol- 
atry, and he received the myrrh, to purge their dead- 
neſs of ſoul ! and, if it is neceſſury to fee any other 
myſtery, let us learn it diligently ! as thus they 
bring gold, and ſrankincenſe, and myrrb to Him that was: 
brought forth, becauſe it was written of Him, (& Paul's 
Epiſtle to the Philippians) © to [im every Knee 1D 
ow, 
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and of things under the Earth:“ 


[35 

bow, both of things in Heater and of things on Earth, | 
in which offerings |} 
they prefigored what was to come; for. by the gold, 
they ſignified the thankſgivt ing of the heavenly angels; 
by the fraukincenſe, the falling on theknee of earth. 
ly men, by the myrrh, the prayer for the ſouls that 
were detained in he, {or the grave; ] becauſe it was 
neceſſary for him who came to Cn 2157 to be poſſeſſed of 
three virtues f the divinity, which the apoſtle 15 
(epiſtle to the Corinthians) faith, hope, and charity — 
and when they had opened. the treaſures of the heart, 
they offered en, as ſhining 8. gold, —bope, as frankin- 
cenſe of a ſweet odour, and charity, as myrrh, binding | 
together the members of the church.  * And when 
they [i. e. Feſeph and Mary, »] were warned of GOD 
in a dream that the Mould gt return to. Heted, they 
departed into their own country by another way,”—In 
like mancer ought all thoſe who have once become con- 
verts to Curia, no: to depart by the footſteps of un- 
godlineſs; but haveing cxerciſcd a pure faith and 
practice, and lying hid from the Serpent that flew Man, 
to return to the in ner itance of CHRIST. 

The Sun of righteouſneſs? hes this day riſen, and 
revealed Him that was tefcre riſing! I have been re- 
deemed from darkneis, may the Cbriſtian lay, but am 
not able to bear his rays; the light again is brought 
torth to me, thouT 1 vaniſh ay with fear ! 1 rejoice 
at the birth though l am troubled at the manner or it 
I ſee a new fountain ſpringing before me, and an old 
wound [the fall of man] &/appearing! I ſee a babe 
bringing forth, and Zeven incl:ning to the adoration 
of Him! a Parcut wirnovr an Haſba aud! and a Sou 
wirr BO 4 Father] a Saviour brought forth! and a 
Star created! an infant wrapt in ſwaddling cloaths, and 
yer bearing immer/ity about him! a Manger formed 
into a Heaven!y throne ! and Cattle reſembling a re- 
1 of Cherubims / a Luminary ſhining ! and a 
HEracte ſpeakins ! Angels proclatming Feber und and 
Shepherds prophecying ! Wiſe Men ſpeaking of divine 
things! and Prieſts fighting againſt GOD ! Herod 
tailing ! and Death lamenting ! Adam freed ! Eve re- 
joiging! 
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joicing! and the Serpent mourning ! Captives deliver. 
ed! and Tyrants in puniſhment ! a Babe abounding 
with milk ! carried about with hands, and yet bear- 
ing her that beareth ! the Creation acknowledged ! 


Me, 


and Nature terrified | 

Wherefore I alſo am ir an extaſy at the miracle, 
trembling at the myſtery ! but I will be bold through 
the angel Gabriel, and drive away my fear. —The 
words which he ſpoke unto Mary, interpreting won- 
ders for thus he ſays, ** hail rHou that art highly 


favoured !” © the ungathered field of an Heavenly 


ear of corn! © the real Virgin Mother of the true 


vine !“ „ the ſafe net of the inmutable Godbead ! 


* hail THouU that art highly favoured ! the ſpacious 
dwelling of an immenſe nature !” © O Bzipe of a 
widowed world! O birth axdefiled ! ? —“ 2 
crown woven without hands in a well formed creation!” 
„ the holy habitation of fire!“ the return again of a 
world from baniſhment !” © the inexhauſtible trea- 
ſury of a famiſhed creation ! „ Txov that beareſt 
the trimmed lamp of many virtues !“ the unextingutſh- 
ed and more ſplendid light of the ſun !?—hajl, &c.!” 
* the bait of the hook that is perceived only by the 


mind!“ * O intelligible ark of glory !” © the golden 


pot having the Heavenly. manna !** Taov that filleſt the 
thirſty with the ſweet drink of an everlaſting foun- 
rain “* „the ſea, that hath the Heavenly pearl, 
CHRIST !—©® hail, &c. !“ hath within herſelf Gop 
whom the Heavens cannot contain!“ © the cloud, like 
a pillar, that hath Gop who led Jrael through the 
wilderneſs !“ = 

And what ſhall I more ſay, or what ſhall I ſpeak ? 
how do I felicitate the glory which contained the 
whole root ! tor indeed without Gop alone, thou art 
far above all women! and ſhe was troubled at the 
ſpeech” of the angel, ſaying within herſelf, what 
manner of ſalutation ſhould this be?“ or, who is 
is he that ſaluteth me? 


and yet diſcourſeth with clay !—I know not what 1 
| ſhall ſay at this aweful viſion ! for if I underſtand not 
Him who is ſent, how ſhall I know then Him who 

8150 B Par} ſends ! 


„He outſhines the ſun, 


ſends ! if He who declares this thing g 
ous, how much more ſo is He that is declared ! if his 
ſhining thus dazzles my underſtanding, with what 
ſort of body ſh.ll 7 hide the ſun of righteouſneſs “ if 
the thing created thus diſturbs me, how ſhall I bear 
TRR Crxaror himſelf! and if I am thus terrified at 
the Servant, how ſhall I bring forth the Maſter ! 
And the angel ſaid unto her, “fear not, Mary 
THou doſt not ſupplant mankind as Eve did by Her 
came death, but by Thee, life immortal !—by Her 
the fruit of dying, but by Thee, fruit which giveth 


1” 


2 
— 


lite ! by her, a teparation of GOD from men, but 
by Thee, an inexplicable connection between GOD 


and Man !—by Her, a dark fleep of the grave but 


by Thee a ſhining light of the world !—by Der a. 


curſe—but by Thee, a bleſſing by Her, tears. 
but by Thee, rivers of living water | —by Her, 
tatigues, -- but by Thee, reſt !—by Her, brotherly 


hatred, —but by Thee, a general love of mankind. !—, 
Thee, ALAVER Of im- 
mortality !—by Her, murders, but by Thee, regenera- 


by Her, a DtLUGE,—but 


tion by Her, ſlaughters of animals, —but by Thee, 
a railing of the dead !—by Her, the twelve tribes 
hated,—but by Thee, the twelve apoltles united to- 
gether by love !—in a word by Her, a FALL,—but 
by Tee, A RESURRECTION !“ — 


Fear not, Mary ! for rhou haſt found favour 


with Gov : and behold ! thou ſhalt conceive in thy 
womb, Him, who 1s both in THE FATHER and in the 


fleſh !” and Thou ſhalt bring forth a ſon” older than 


Azam ! or even than Me /—higher than Heaven |! far 
above the cherubims ! a Builder of the worlds ! co- 
eternal with TH: FATHER and THE HOLY SPIRIT ! of 
whom are all things!“ © and the days were accom- 
pliſhed as St. Matthew ſays) that ſhe ſhould bring 
forth; and ſhe brought forth her firſt- born ſon, whom 
man never planted |! 

No when Cur15T, (as St. Matthew ſays again) 
was born in Bethlehem of Judæa, behold ! Wiſe Men 
came from the eaſt to Jeruſalem, ſaying, © where is 


He that is born King of the Fews ? * where is He 
that 
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that was not ſown, and yet bern? who ſent his Star 
before Him! where is He that by a foreign ray drew 
us to an unknown light ! who with an aameaſureable 
hand encompaſſed the world with a wall! who ap- 
peareth every where, and yet is hid in the fleſb | who 
hath freed us from Error, and led us unto Grace ! 
who appeared under the oak among the three-angels 
to Abraham ! who was not ſeen by his Father, and yet 
detained by his Mother! who dried up the Red fea, 


and watered the earth! who ſmote Pharaoh, and was 


| concealed from Herod ! who flew the Dragon, [i. e. 
Satan or the Devil] and yet was laid in ſwaddling- 
cloaths ! whom Arch-angels ſaw not, and yet Men ſee ! 
Wherefore my brethren. ! let us glorify. Gop, who 
is come in the fleſb for ſo great a condeſcenſion ! and, 
as far as we are able, let us return Him all worthy 
honour and recompence ; let us not be ungrateful to 
our beſt Benefactor, but bring to him Faith, Hope, 
Charity, Temperance, Alms, and Hoſpitality ! and as I 
have before exhorted you, ſo I do no, and ever ſhall, 
that as you are about to draw near to this awful and 
divine Table, and Holy Supper of the Lord, ye do it 
with fear and trembling, with a clean conſcience, 
faſting, and prayer! let vs, I ſay draw near with a 
contrite heart, that having made our Lord Feſus Chriſt 
our propitiation, we may obtain thoſe good things 
which are promiſed us, through his grace and love 
for mankind !— | 
To whom with the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be 
all glory, power, and honour, both no and for ever ! 


Amen, — | 
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ATH ER, our hearts we lift 1 
Up to thy gracious throne, . 
And bleſs thee for the precious gift 1 
Of thine incarnate So 
The gift unſpeakable 
We thankfully receive, 
And to the world thy goodneſs tell: 
Oh may we to thee live 


Jesvs, the Holy Child, 
Doth by his birth declare, 
That Gop and maa are reconcil'd, 
And one in Him we are. 
Salvation, through his name, 
: To loſt mankind is giv'n, 
4 And loud his infant cries proclaim, 


. A peace *rwixt earth and heav'n. 


A peace on earth he brings, 
Which never more ſhall end; 

The Lonp of hoſts, the King of W 
| Declares himſelf our friend 

_— Aſſumes our fleſh and blood, 

# ' Angels the wonder ſcan, 
Y The everlaſting Son of Go, 
4 The mortal Son of man. 


N O may we all receive 

1 The new- born Prince of Peace, 

1 And meekly in his Spirit! live, 

And in his love increaſe ! 

Till he convey us home, - 
Cry ev'ry ſoul aloud, 8 

Come, thou deſire of nations, come, | "2 
And take us all to Gop. 3 
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